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7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST JULY 12, 2026

CALL TO WORSHIP

Chimes

Prelude

Welcome

The congregation is asked to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able.

P: We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Stand as you are able.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free our-
selves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is
light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins
are forgiven. Rest in God'’s love.

C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
What Is This Place (ELW 524)
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when we are gath - ered here, and know our God is near.
a - gain what we have heard: God’s free re - deem-ing word.
what we need to in - crease: our jus-tice and God’s peace.

Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626
Text © 1967 Goot en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

P: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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God; to make all things new.

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE WORD
THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13

God'’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their
return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by
trees that clap their hands.

'“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
""'so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

'?For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
" Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 65:1-13

"You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
“To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
*Our sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
“Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your
temple.
° Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
°You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
"You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
®Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous
signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of
God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
'“You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
""You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
' May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
' May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves
with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish
what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways.
The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the prom-
ise of resurrected life.

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. “ For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
*For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, “ so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not ac-



cording to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spir-
it set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ° To set the mind on the flesh is death, but
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ' For this reason the mind that is set on
the flesh is hostile to God:; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ®and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

?But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '’ But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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words of e - ter - nal life Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the thirteenth chapter:
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. “Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. ®And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!
A sower went out to sow. “ And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds
came and ate them up. ° Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ° But when the
sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If
you have ears, hear!”

'®“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. '* When anyone hears the word of the king-

dom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown



in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. °° As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, *' yet
such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecu-
tion arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. “* As for what
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. “° But as for what was
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ
THE MESSAGE
The Reverend Anne Pairan

HYMN OF THE DAY
The Word of God Is Source and Seed (ELW 506)
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Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939

Music: GAUDEAMUS DOMINO, David Hurd, b. 1950

Text © 1983, 1993 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE PRAYERS

A: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

A: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
C: Amen

APOSTLE’S CREED

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
THE PEACE
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
A: Let us share the peace.
THE OFFERING

The Offertory
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress.
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Offertory Prayer

A: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

C: Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into

righteousness, out of death into life.



P: On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

P: After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me."

P: Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
C: We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in

glory;
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all
the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.

C: Amen



P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
C: Make us one body, broken for the world..

Invitation to Communion

P: In this house, inside these walls, everyone is welcome at the table of the Lord.
C:Thanks be to God.

The Distribution of Elements

Agnus Dei/Lamb of God
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C: Amen




THE BLESSING

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and al-

ways.
C: Amen
SENDING HYMN
For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)
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2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will 1s done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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n the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: AR HYD'Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.

Chimes
Postlude

Welcome Statement

All are welcome at Grace Lutheran. We rejoice that diversity has
enriched, nurtured and challenged the life and ministry we share
as members of the body of Christ and workers in the kingdom of
God. We believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, to be
shared unconditionally, without regard to age, race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expres-
sion, family configuration or relationship status, socio-economic
status, mental health status, or physical or mental abilities. We
strive to be a more inclusive and anti-racist community. We know
that the world is often an unloving place and that the experience of
alienation is all too common. To those who have felt excluded here
or elsewhere, we extend a particular welcome in Christ’s love.



