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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 17, 2026

CALL TO WORSHIP

Chimes
Prelude
Welcome

The congregation is asked to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able.

P: We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Ho-
ly Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy en-

dures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Kneel/Stand as you are able.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

P: Compassionate One,

C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender
compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical
hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set
us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wan-

dering ones home. In = Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house
forever.
C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
God Is Here (ELW 526)
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P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the Communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



P: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may
be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE WORD
THE FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit
on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on
the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the
Holy Spirit.

®When [the apostles] had come together, the¥ asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” ' He replied, “It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. “But you will receive



power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jeru-
salem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10
While he was going and the}/ were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. "' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

' Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jeru-
salem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. '*When they had entered the city, they went to
the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon
the Zealot, and Judas son of James. '* All these were constantly devoting themselves
to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as
his brothers.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

"Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered:;
let those who hate God flee.
“ As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of
God.
° But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.
“ Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds;
| Am is that name, rejoice before God!
°In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
®you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.
"0 God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
®the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the
God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
You sent a bountiful rain, O God:;
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
'"“Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
*2Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.



**You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.

** Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.

*>How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless,
we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others be-
cause we trust God'’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

'“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. '* But rejoice insofar as you

are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his
glory is revealed. ' If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because

the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

> Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may ex-
alt you in due time. ’ Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. °
Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls
around, looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you
know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. " And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. "' To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John the seventeenth chapter:
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL: John 17:1-11

' After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,
since you have glven him authorlty over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you
have given him. *And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom5you have sent. “| glorified you on earth by finishing the work
that you gave me to do. “ So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glo-
ry that | had in your presence before the world existed.
°“| have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They

were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. " Now they know
that everythlng you have given me is from you, °for the words that you gave to me |
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that | came from
you, and they have believed that you sent me. °1 am asking on their behalf; | am not
asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. ' All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been gIorlfled in them.

" And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may
be one, as we are one.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ
THE MESSAGE
The Reverend Heinz D. Raidel

HYMN OF THE DAY
| Come with Joy (ELW 482
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
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THE PRAYERS

A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C: Amen

APOSTLE’S CREED

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
THE PEACE
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
A: Let us share the peace.
THE OFFERING

The Offertory
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Offertory Prayer

A: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set
a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of
Jesus,

C: Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942
Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
Used by permission.
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P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Easter Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P: “Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him to
preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the
time had come when you would save your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry,
and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave
birth to your Church, saved us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new
covenant by water and the Spirit.

P: On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."

P: When the supper was over Jesus took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.”
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all
the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.

C: Amen



P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
C: Make us one body, broken for the world..

Invitation to Communion

P: In this house, inside these walls, everyone is welcome at the table of the Lord.
C:Thanks be to God.

The Distribution of Elements
Agnus Dei/Lamb of God
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C: Amen




THE BLESSING

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.

C: Amen
SENDING HYMN
Rise, O Sun of Righteousness (ELW 657)
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Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W, Stoldt, b. 1958
Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

A: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Chimes
Postlude




Credit for God Is Here:

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Welcome Statement

All are welcome at Grace Lutheran. We rejoice that diversity has
enriched, nurtured and challenged the life and ministry we share
as members of the body of Christ and workers in the kingdom of
God. We believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, to be
shared unconditionally, without regard to age, race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expres-
sion, family configuration or relationship status, socio-economic
status, mental health status, or physical or mental abilities. We
strive to be a more inclusive and anti-racist community. We know
that the world is often an unloving place and that the experience of
alienation is all too common. To those who have felt excluded here
or elsewhere, we extend a particular welcome in Christ’s love.



