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CALL TO WORSHIP 
Chimes 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

The congregation is asked to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able. 
 

P: We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN 
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365) 

RESSURECTION OF THE SON OF GOD                                                APRIL 5, 2026 



P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩, the love of God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy en-
dures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Kneel/Stand as you are able. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Compassionate One, 
C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not 
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender 
compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical 
hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set 
us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform 
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.  
 

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wan-
dering ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house 
forever. 
C: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and 
by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die eve-
ry day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 

KYRIE 

 



 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 



THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a sum-
mary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose 
life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 
 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices right-
eousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Isra-
el, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and al-
lowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as wit-
nesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 
 

 1Give thanks to the L඗කඌ, for the L඗කඌ is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The L඗කඌ is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the L඗කඌ acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the L඗කඌ is exalted! 
  The right hand of the L඗කඌ acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the L඗කඌ. 
 18The L඗කඌ indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the L඗කඌ. 
 20“This is the gate of the L඗කඌ; 



  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation. 
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the L඗කඌ has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the L඗කඌ has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
 

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection re-
shapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the 
risen Christ in God. 
 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on 
the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him 
in glory. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-eighth chapter: 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
 

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him 



the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 
here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is go-
ing ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So 
they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 
and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ 

THE MESSAGE 
The Reverend Heinz D. Raidel 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 We Walk by Faith (ELW 635)    



THE PRAYERS 
 

A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, 
let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C: Amen 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 
 

THE PEACE 

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: And also with you. 
A: Let us share the peace. 

THE OFFERING 

The Offertory 



 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set 
a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of 
Jesus, 
C: Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

C: Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb.  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Easter Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P: “Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him to 
preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the 
time had come when you would save your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave 
birth to your Church, saved us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit.  
 

P:  On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to 
you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:  Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  
 

P: When the supper was over Jesus took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all 
the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  
C: Amen 
 
 



P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
C: Make us one body, broken for the world.. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P: In this house, inside these walls, everyone is welcome at the table of the Lord. 
C:Thanks be to God.  
 

The Distribution of Elements 
 

Agnus Dei/Lamb of God 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen 

THE BLESSING 
 

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen  



SENDING HYMN
 

Thine Is the Glory (ELW 376) 

 
 



DISMISSAL 
 

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
A: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

Chimes 
 
Postlude 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


