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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 16, 2025

CALL TO WORSHIP

Chimes
Prelude
Welcome

The congregation is asked to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able.

P: We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
My Hope Is built on Nothing Less (ELW 596)
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-'ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
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sink-ing sand, all oth - er ground is sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ -+, the love of God, and the Communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy en-

dures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Kneel/Stand as you are able.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

P: Compassionate One,

C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender
compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical
hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set
us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wan-
dering ones home. In = Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house
forever.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the
world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may
rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
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Leader
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Lord, have mer - Cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
HYMN OF PRAISE
Now the Feast and Celebration
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THE WORD
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his de-

scendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their
inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign
of God’s promise.

' After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” “But Abram said, “O Lord
Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” ° And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave



born in my house is to be my heir.” “ But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” ° He brought
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ° And he believed
the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “l am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to
give you this land to possess.” “But he said, “O Lord Gob, how am | to know that |
shall possess it?” ” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat
three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” '’ He brought
him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did
not cut the birds in two. ' And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.

'? As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrify-
ing darkness descended upon him.

'""When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. '“ On that day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your descendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the river Euphrates.”

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 27

"The LorbD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
“When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
°Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
“One thing | ask of the LORD; one thing | seek;
that | may dwell in the house of the LoRbD all the days of my life; to gaze upon
the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
°For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
°Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; | will
sing and make music to the LORD.
"Hear my voice, O LoRD, when | call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
®My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O LORD, | will seek.
?Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salva-



tion.
'"“Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the Lorb will take me in.
""Teach me your way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
'“ Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
" This | believe—that | will see the goodness of the LORD
|n the land of the living!
'“ Wait for the LORD and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the LORD!

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17-4:1

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not re-
gret the course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glori-
ous future and encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps.

' Brothers and sisters, join |n |m|tat|ng me, and observe those who live according to
the example you have in us. '® For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; | have
often told you of them, and now | tell you even with tears. '“ Their end is destruction;
their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly
things. “’ But our citizenship is |n heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. °' He will transform the body of our humiliation that it
may be conformed to the bod¥ of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make
all things subject to himself. © Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and
long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will trust your  word.

Gospel



The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the thirteenth chapter:
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35

*" At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for
Herod wants to kill you.” *’He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, | am
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day |
finish my work. *° Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my way, because
it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ ** Jerusalem, Jerusa-
lem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have
| desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
and you were not willing! *° See, your house is left to you. And | tell you, you will not
see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord.””

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ
THE MESSAGE
The Reverend Heinz D. Raidel

HYMN OF THE DAY
Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth (ELW 727)

Next Page



Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth
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THE PRAYERS




A: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those
in need.

A brief silence.

A: God, in your mercy,
C: receive our prayer.

P: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
C: Amen

APOSTLE’S CREED

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

THE PEACE
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
A: Let us share the peace.
THE OFFERING

The Offertory
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offertory Prayer

A: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart
to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

C: Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread.

All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed.

Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand.

Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

: Blessed are you, O holy God; your grace is designed into all things. Your universe
expands into unending love. Blessed are you for Jesus, your Imprint. Visited by sag-
es from beyond borders, recognized in the temple by Anna and Simeon, turning wa-
ter into wine, he brought healing joy to a broken world. In the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

P: By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we
may be salt and yeast for the world, transfiguring every moment with love and jus-
tice.

Through Christ all glory and honor is your, Ancient One, with Spirit's power, in your
holy Church, both now and forever.

C: Amen

P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

P: Make your glory shine in the breaking of bread and the sharing of this cup.

C: Just as your glory shines within us.

P: The gifts of God for the people of God.
C:Thanks be to God!

The Distribution of Elements



Agnus Dei/Lamb of God
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now
to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nour-
ish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

SENDING HYMN
God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)

Next Page

THE BLESSING

P: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, -+ bless
you now and forever.
C: Amen

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Chimes
Postlude



God of Grace and God of Glory
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932




