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CALL TO WORSHIP 
Chimes 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

The congregation is asked to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able. 
 

P: We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

P: The first three candles we lit were for hope, peace, and joy.  Today we light the 
fourth candle--the candle of LOVE.  With this flame we signify the love of God that sur-
rounds and fills us at all time, but that we recognize ina special way in the Christmas 
story.  There is no greater power than LOVE.  It is stronger than rulers and empires, 
stronger than grief or despair, stronger than even death.  We love, because God 
LOVES us. 
 

C: Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season.  Light our lives 
with your imagination.  Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us 
the peace that comes from justice.  Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be 
contained, but must be shared.  Magnify your LOVE within us.  Prepare our 
hearts to be transformed by you that we may walk in the light of Christ. 
 

A: Depart in peace and take with you the certain knowledge that God is always coming 
into the world.  Seek Good not in a long ago stable or ancient manger, but in the peo-
ple we meet and the depths of our own hearts.  May the blessing of Christmas make 
you a blessing to others.  God forth in hope, peace, joy, and love. 
 

Hymn  Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 257) 
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BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving 
soon. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Kneel/Stand as you are able. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

P: God of mercy, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authori-
ty alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
P: God of might, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. 
We have trusted false promises. 
P: God in our midst, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to 
birth in us. 
 

P: A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 
forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and for-
giveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 
C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 
O Come All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 
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P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩, the love of God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you al-
ways, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 
C: Amen 



THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
 

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future 
shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. 
(Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring 
peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 
 

 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lකඌ, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lකඌ his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5a and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55 
 

 46b My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
  47 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 49 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
 50 You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation. 
 51 You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 52 casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 
 53 You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54 You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 



 55 the promise made to our forebears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance 
of Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own 
body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy 
people. 
 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Sing Twice 

 
Gospel 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the first chapter: 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 
 



39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE MESSAGE 
The Reverend Heinz D. Raidel 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723) 
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THE PRAYERS 
 

A: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 
long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

A: Lord, in your mercy,  
C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

THE PEACE 

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   



C: And also with you. 
A: Let us share the peace. 

THE OFFERING 

The Offertory 

 
Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near 
to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this 
food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

C: Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread. 



All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb.  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in right-
eousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
P: Blessed are you, O holy God; your grace is designed into all things. Your universe 

expands into unending love.  
 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Imprint. Visited by sages from beyond borders, rec-
ognized in the temple by Anna and Simeon, turning water into wine, he brought 



healing joy to a broken world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

P: By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we 
may be salt and yeast for the world, transfiguring every moment with love and jus-
tice.  

 

Through Christ all glory and honor is your, Ancient One, with Spirit’s power, in your 
holy Church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 



P: Make your glory shine in the breaking of bread and the sharing of this cup. 
C: Just as your glory shines within us. 
 

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C:Thanks be to God!  
 

The Distribution of Elements 
 

Agnus Dei/Lamb of God 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank 
you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us 
with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we 
feed the hungry in your name. 
C: Amen 

SENDING HYMN
 

Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439) 
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THE BLESSING 
 

P: God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope 
for the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 
C: Amen  

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 



Chimes 
 

Postlude 


