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CALL TO WORSHIP 
Chimes 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

The congregation is asked to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able. 
 

P:  We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN 
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807) 

 

8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                        JULY 14, 2024 



P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩, the love of God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims 
us and calls us beloved. 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
 

Kneel/Stand as you are able. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Holy One, 
C: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your 

gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in 
one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

 
P: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are 
called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of 
the world. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to 
us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set 
to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 
enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen 

THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15 
 

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an 
ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel 
(the northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s 
court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel. 
 



7This is what [the Lord G඗ඌ] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with 
a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the L඗කඌ said to me, “Amos, what do 
you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,  
 “See, I am setting a plumb line 
  in the midst of my people Israel; 
  I will never again pass them by; 
 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
 10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos 
has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able 
to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said,  
 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
  and Israel must go into exile 
  away from his land.’ ” 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your 
bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the 
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
 14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the L඗කඌ took me from following 
the flock, and the L඗කඌ said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 
 

 8I will listen to what the L඗කඌ God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to 
you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land. 
 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 12The L඗කඌ will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go before the L඗කඌ 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway. 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and 
earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and 
have been promised eternal salvation. 



3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ be-
fore the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He des-
tined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleas-
ure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our tres-
passes, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom 
and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained 
an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplish-
es all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set 
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you 
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, 
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inher-
itance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
Gospel 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the sixth chapter: 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-29 
 
14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. 
Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this rea-
son these powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, 
“It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
“John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
 17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married 
her. 18For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could 
not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen 
to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 



courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias 
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, 
“Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went out and 
said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptiz-
er.” 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me 
at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet 
out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immedi-
ately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and 
beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. 
Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came and 
took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE MESSAGE 
The Reverend Heinz D. Raidel 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715) 

 
 
 
 
 



THE PRAYERS 
 

A: One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voic-
es in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

 

A: In your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves 
and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Je-
sus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen 



APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

A:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

THE PEACE 

A:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: And also with you. 
A: Let us share the peace.        
 

THE OFFERING 

The Offertory 
 



 

Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
C: Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

C: Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb.  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
P: Blessed are you, O holy God; your grace is designed into all things. Your universe 

expands into unending love.  
 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Imprint. Visited by sages from beyond borders, rec-
ognized in the temple by Anna and Simeon, turning water into wine, he brought 
healing joy to a broken world. 



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

P: By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed  with this heavenly food, we 
may be salt and yeast for the world, transfiguring every moment with love and jus-
tice.  

 

Through Christ all glory and honor is your, Ancient One, with Spirit’s power, in your 
holy Church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen 

P:   Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 



P: Make your glory shine in the breaking of bread and the sharing of this cup. 
C: Just as your glory shines within us. 
 

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C:Thanks be to God!  
 

The Distribution of Elements 
 

Agnus Dei/Lamb of God 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your 
own life. In your name we pray. 
C: Amen 

SENDING HYMN
 

 Let Justice Flow Like Streams (ELW 717) 
Next Page 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE BLESSING 
 

P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be up-
on you now and forever. 
C: Amen  

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Chimes 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 







Welcome Statement 
 
All are welcome at Grace Lutheran. We rejoice that diversity has 
enriched, nurtured and challenged the life and ministry we share 
as members of the body of Christ and workers in the kingdom of 
God. We believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, to be 
shared unconditionally, without regard to age, race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expres-
sion, family configuration or relationship status, socio-economic 
status, mental health status, or physical or mental abilities. We 
strive to be a more inclusive and anti-racist community. We know 
that the world is often an unloving place and that the experience of 
alienation is all too common. To those who have felt excluded here 
or elsewhere, we extend a particular welcome in Christ’s love. 


