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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 5, 2024

CALL TO WORSHIP

Chimes

Prelude

Welcome

The congregation is asked to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able.

P: We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
| Come with Joy (ELW 482)
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1 1 come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the r1s - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call n
fed, the new com - mu - n - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we'll  go with  joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ -+, the love of God, and the Communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who

draws all people together through Jesus.
C: Amen.

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one an-
other.

Kneel/Stand as you are able.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

P: Holy God,

C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We
hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways
that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in
our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only
you know, forgive us, Lord.

Amen.

P: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us,
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life
through + Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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@ For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men




HYMN OF PRAISE
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le-Iu - ia,
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,
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al- le- lu- ia,

al-le - lu - ia. (@ Sing with all the peo- ple of God, and
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join in the hymn of all cre- a

tion:

Bless- ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ida, al-1le - Iu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

THE WORD

THE FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the
Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives
of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ.



“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. “*The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Ho-
ly Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, ““for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “’“Can anyone withhold the water for bap-
tizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” “*So he or-
dered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98

'Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
0 LoRbD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
*You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
“Shout with joy to the LoRrb, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
°Sing to the LoRD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
*With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
’Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
®Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the
earth.
“The Lorb will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6

God'’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s com-
mandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love
and faith.

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. “By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. “For the love of God is this,
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, “for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the
world, our faith. "Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God?



®This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is
the truth.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fifteenth chapter:
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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Glo - ry to \you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

[Jesus said:] *“As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. "’If

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. "'l have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

"“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. '°No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. "“You are my friends
if you do what | command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because
| have made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. "°You did not
choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. "'l am giving you
these commands so that you may love one another.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, (0] Christ.



THE MESSAGE

The Reverend Heinz D. Raidel
HYMN OF THE DAY

Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804)

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 18331890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal, outside the USA © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - i - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will  long,
n H Il Il
J " | | I ! e
G o e . T T ] |
7 | o 5 =
and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es n its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out- pass the pow’r of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart,  which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.




THE PRAYERS

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

A: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
C: Amen

APOSTLE’S CREED

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

THE OFFERING

The Offertory
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offertory Prayer

A: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be
signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our true vine.
C: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

C: Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread.
All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed.
Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand.
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.




P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P: Blessed are you, O holy God; your grace is designed into all things. Your universe
expands into unending love.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Imprint. Visited by sages from beyond borders, rec-
ognized in the temple by Ann and Simeon, turning water into wine, he brought heal-



ing joy to a broken world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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A - men.

Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

P: By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we
may be salt and yeast for the world, transfiguring every moment with love and jus-

tice.
Through Christ all glory and honor is your, Ancient One, with Spirit’'s power, in your
holy Church, both now and forever.

C: Amen



P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen

P: Make your glory shine in the breaking of bread and the sharing of this cup.

C: Just as your glory shines within us.
P: The gifts of God for the people of God.

C:Thanks be to God!
The Distribution of Elements
Agnus Dei/Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abun-

dant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

C: Amen




SENDING HYMN

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (ELW 836)
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.

a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
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of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

THE BLESSING

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter

hope + bless you now and always.
C: Amen




DISMISSAL

A: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
C: Thanks be to God.

Chimes

Postlude

Welcome Statement

All are welcome at Grace Lutheran. We rejoice that diversity has
enriched, nurtured and challenged the life and ministry we share
as members of the body of Christ and workers in the kingdom of
God. We believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, to be
shared unconditionally, without regard to age, race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expres-
sion, family configuration or relationship status, socio-economic
status, mental health status, or physical or mental abilities. We
strive to be a more inclusive and anti-racist community. We know
that the world is often an unloving place and that the experience of
alienation is all too common. To those who have felt excluded here
or elsewhere, we extend a particular welcome in Christ’s love.



