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CALL TO WORSHIP 
Chimes 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

The congregation is asked to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able. 
 

P:  We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN 
I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                     MAY 5, 2024 



P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩, the love of God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who 
draws all people together through Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
 

P:  Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one an-
other. 
 

Kneel/Stand as you are able. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Holy God, 
C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We 
hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways 
that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in 
our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only 
you know, forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
 

P: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 
through ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE 

 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour 
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 

THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the 
Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives 
of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 



44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Ho-
ly Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for bap-
tizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he or-
dered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 
for several days. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 98 
 

 1Sing a new song to the L , who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O L , you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the L , all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 5Sing to the L  with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the L . 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the L , who comes to judge the 
earth. 
 9The L  will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 

 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s com-
mandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love 
and faith. 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, 
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus 
is the Son of God? 



 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only 
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is 
the truth. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fifteenth chapter: 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

 
 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because 
I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 



THE MESSAGE 
The Reverend Heinz D. Raidel 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804) 



THE PRAYERS 
 

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

A: God of grace,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
C: Amen 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

P:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

THE PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: And also with you.        
 

THE OFFERING 

The Offertory 



 

Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be 
signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our true vine. 
C: Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

C: Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb.  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
: 

 
P: Blessed are you, O holy God; your grace is designed into all things. Your universe 

expands into unending love.  
 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Imprint. Visited by sages from beyond borders, rec-
ognized in the temple by Ann and Simeon, turning water into wine, he brought heal-



ing joy to a broken world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

P: By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed  with this heavenly food, we 
may be salt and yeast for the world, transfiguring every moment with love and jus-
tice.  

 

Through Christ all glory and honor is your, Ancient One, with Spirit’s power, in your 
holy Church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P:   Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

P: Make your glory shine in the breaking of bread and the sharing of this cup. 
C: Just as your glory shines within us. 
 

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C:Thanks be to God!  
 

The Distribution of Elements 
 

Agnus Dei/Lamb of God 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

P: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abun-
dant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
C: Amen 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN
 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 

THE BLESSING 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 
hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
C: Amen 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
 

A: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Chimes 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome Statement 
 
All are welcome at Grace Lutheran. We rejoice that diversity has 
enriched, nurtured and challenged the life and ministry we share 
as members of the body of Christ and workers in the kingdom of 
God. We believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, to be 
shared unconditionally, without regard to age, race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expres-
sion, family configuration or relationship status, socio-economic 
status, mental health status, or physical or mental abilities. We 
strive to be a more inclusive and anti-racist community. We know 
that the world is often an unloving place and that the experience of 
alienation is all too common. To those who have felt excluded here 
or elsewhere, we extend a particular welcome in Christ’s love. 


