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Fourth Sunday in Lent March 19, 2023

Chimes
Prelude
Welcome and Special Concerns

The congregation is ask to respond where appropriate. Stand as you are able.

P: We begin, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
Christ, the Life of All the Living
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,

o —

| 108
| 10
TTe

|

n H } }
s e e e e s s s e e e
%B—J—J—J T — } i | i L

Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark-est depths of woe:
e - ven death by cru-ci- fix-ion, ful -ly to a - tone for me;
for the an- guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-fring,death,and mer - it life e-ter - nal I in-her - it.
for youchose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.

thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.
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Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687



P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christt, the love of God, and the Communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and
God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

P: Holy God,

C: we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do
not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to oth-
ers; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though
you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with

divine mercy, *+ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s
power.
C: Amen.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty
days, and sustains us with the gift of grace.
C: Amen.



Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved

Vieme to, Panez BoZe nds
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Otce nebesky, Svoritel’u sveta, Bo - Ze, zmi - luj  sa nad na - mi.
1 O God, Father in heav - en, have mer-cy up - on us.
2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 O God, Holy Spir - it, have mer-cy up - on us.
All
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Vie - me to, Pa - ne Bo - Ze nds, Ze sa na
Your heart, O God, is grieved, we  know, by ev - ry
Your arms ex - tend, O Christ, to save from sting of
O lav - ish  Giv - er, come to aid  the chil - dren
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death and grasp of  grave; your  scars be fore the
that  your word has made. Now make us grow and
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sak - en  Son our death is laid, and peace is wWon.
Fa - ther move his heart to mer - cy at  such love.
help us pray; bring joy and com - fort, come to  stay.

Text: Jifi Tmnuvsk)’/, 1591-1637; tr. Jargslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: ZNAME TO, PANE BOZE NAS, Tranoscius, 1636

Tr. © 1970 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

A: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

A: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gra-
cious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and
anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Please be seated

THE WORD
The First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13

'The Lorp said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a klng among his
sons.” “Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
Lorp said, “Take a helfer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
Lorp.’ “Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” ‘Samuel did what the
Lorbp commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet
him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” “He said, “Peaceably; I
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrlﬁce And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
*When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LOrRD’s anoint-
ed is now before the Lorp.” 'But the LorD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the
Lorp does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the
Lorp looks on the heart.” “Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass be-
fore Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LorD chosen this one.” “Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LorD chosen this one.” '"Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The
Lorp has not chosen any of these.” '' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons
here?”” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and brlng him; for we will not sit down
until he comes here.” '"He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LorD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this
is the one.” "Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers; and the spirit of the LorRD came mightily upon David from that
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.



L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 (read responsively)

lThe Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
“The LoRD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still
waters.
“You restore my soul, O Lorp, and guide me along right pathways for your
name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my
head with oil, and my cup is running over.
‘Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I
will dwell in the house of the LorbD forever.

The Second Reading  Ephesians 5:8-14

“Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of
hght— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.
"“Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord 'Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them. '“For it is shameful even to mention
what such people do secretly; '“but everythlng exposed by the light becomes vis-
ible, '‘for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
Please Stand
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra- cious and
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mer - c¢i - ful, slow to an - ger, and a- bound - ing in

e —
ﬁﬁ:c =  — ! r—f—d o (o)

[y — —

stead - fast love, and a - bound- ing in stead - fast love.

Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
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Glo - ry to \Yyou, O Lord.
THE HOLY GOSPEL St. John 9:1-41

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. “His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” "Je-
sus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so
that God’s works might be revealed in him. “We must work the works of him
who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. °As long as
I am in the world, T am the light of the world.” “When he had said this, he spat
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, 'saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. “The neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used
to sit and beg?” "Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “T am the man.” '"But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” ''He answered, “The man called Jesus
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then
I went and washed and received my sight.” '“They said to him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I do not know.”

“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '“Now
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '"Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,
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“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” '°Some of the Phari-
sees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”” And they
were divided. ''So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about
him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

"“The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight '"and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” “"His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind; “'but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” “’His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of
the synagogue. ~'Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

*'So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” “’He answered,
“I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” ““They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?” *'He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disci-
ples?” ““Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disci-
ples of Moses. “"We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we
do not know where he comes from.” *"The man answered, “Here is an astonish-
ing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.
*'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. “Never since the world began has it been heard
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. “If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

““Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” °He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell
me, so that I may believe in him.”ﬂﬂJ esus said to him, “You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he.” **He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. “’Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” “’Some of the Pharisees
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” *'Jesus
said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say,
‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated
The Message Rev. Heinz D. Raidel
Hymn of the Day
Just As I Am, without One Plea
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re - ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - ’ry
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - y.a doubt, fight-ings and fears  with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise I be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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O Lamb of God, | come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



Please Stand
APOSTLE’S CREED

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS

A: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all of creation.

A brief silence.

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen

THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Liturgies and hymns reprinted with permission from Sundays and Seasons.com copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress
(including New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America) under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23727; from
OnelLicense, under license #4-708871, and from CCLI, under License # 1515464. All rights reserved under all licenses
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THE OFFERING

THE OFFERTORY

Change My Heart, O God

N Refrain
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
n End
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offertory Praver

P: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in
faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you
in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the

wellspring of eternal life.
C: Amen
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Come to the Table

Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread.
All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed.

Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand.
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: Itis right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you
have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we
cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

TOTATAT
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in  the high - est, ho -san - na in  the high-est.

Eucharistic Prayer

P: Holy God, our maker, Redeemer and Healer, in the harmonious world of
your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well
in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to
form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord, Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victo-
ry over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to
the river to enjoy the tree of life.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Congregation:
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

P: Send your Spirit upon us and this meal as grains scattered on the hillside be-
come one bread, to let your church be gathered from the ends of the earth that
all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all honor and glory is yours Almighty Father with the Holy Spirit
in your holy church both now and forever,

C: Amen

P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread
C: Make us one body, broken for the world.

P: In Christ’s presence there is a fullness of joy, all are welcome to the table
of the Lord in this house.
C:Thanks be to God!
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The Distribution of Elements
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the
eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our
neighbors and touch the world with your love.

C: Amen.

THE BLESSING

P: God, the giver of love, * Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy
Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
bulletin, next page
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SENDING HYMN

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
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1 A - wake, O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;

2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,

3 There is one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,

4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;

5 For us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
0 u .
s p— E ! | ] —
[ (40 | | = & & | & & & P>
J ' e N

so  learn his love, its length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.
to give the Spir-it’s u - ni-ty, the ver - y bond of peace.
one Lord, one faith,and one bap-tism, one God who made us all
with kind and gen - tle hearts for-give as God in Christ for- gave.
A - wake, a-rise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING

A: Go in Peace. Serve in love.
C:Thanks be to God.

Chimes

Postlude
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