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OUR MISSION  

STATEMENT: 

 

The mission of Grace 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is to live the   
Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and share God’s good 
news with others with an 
emphasis on youth  and 
families. 
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,� KHDWHG�P\� IRUPHU� KRXVH� SULPDULO\� ZLWK�ZRRG� IRU� VHYHUDO� \HDUV�� ,� FXW��
ORDGHG�� XQORDGHG�� VSOLW�� VWDFNHG�� DQG� FDUULHG� D� ORW� RI� ZRRG� LQWR� RXU�
KRXVH� 7KLV�ZDV�QHYHU�D�SUREOHP� ,�KDG�WZR�WHHQDJHUV�ZKR�KHOSHG�RFFD�
VLRQDOO\� �0\�ZRUN�VFKHGXOH�DQG�P\�VRQ¶V�ZRUN�VFKRRO�VFKHGXOH�PDGH�LW�
SRVVLEOH�IRU�XV�WR�IHHG�WKH�ILUH�WKURXJK�WKH�GD\� 7KH�RQO\�GRZQVLGH�WR�WKH�
RSHUDWLRQ� ZDV� ZKHQ� RQH� RI� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� �ZKR� ZLOO� UHPDLQ� QDPHOHVV��
ZRXOG�OHW�WKH�ILUH�JR�RXW� ,�UHDOO\�GLVOLNHG�WKDW�   
 
'HFDGHV�HDUOLHU�P\ � GDG�DQG�PRP�ZHUH� IRUWXQDWH� HQRXJK� WR� ILQG� DQG�
EX\��RQ�WKH�FKHDS��DQ�ROG�GLODSLGDWHG�PLQHU¶V�KRXVH�WKH\�UHEXLOW��ZLWK�WKH�
XVH�RI�FKLOG� ODERU-�P\�ROGHU�EURWKHU�DQG�P\VHOI� � LQWR�D�FR]\�FDELQ� 0\�
GDG¶V�EULFNOD\HU�EXGGLHV�KHOSHG�KLP�EXLOG�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�ILUHSODFH�ZLWK�D�
KXJH� ILUHER[�DQG�VHYHUDO� IOXHV� �ZLWK�XVHG�EULFN� FOHDQHG�FKLVHOHG�RII� E\�
FKLOG�ODERU�-�P\�EURWKHU�DQG�P\VHOI� �DQG�P\�GDG�IRXQG�D�SRW�EHOOLHG�FRQ�
WUDSWLRQ�RI�D�ZRRG�EXUQLQJ�VWRYH� �SUREDEO\�DW�VRPHRQH¶V�FXUE�RQ� WUDVK�
GD\��DQG�KRRNHG� LW�XS� � �7KLV� LV�EHFDXVH�*HUPDQV� OLNH� WR�KDYH�D�VKRZ�
ILUHSODFH��EXW�WKH\�GRQ
W�ZDQW�SHRSOH�WR�WKLQN�WKH\�FXW�DOO�WKH�ZRRG�WKH�ELJ�
ZDVWHIXO�ILUHSODFH�EXUQV«���7KH�FDELQ�ZDV�KHDWHG�HQWLUHO\�E\�ZRRG� 
 
7KH� DFWXDO� ILUHZRRG� FXWWLQJ� SURFHGXUH� ZDV� GHFHSWLYHO\� VLPSOH�� 7KDW�
SURSHUW\�ZDV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�VWDWH�IRUHVW��DQG�RIWHQ�P\�GDG�ZRXOG�IRUJHW�
H[DFWO\�ZKHUH� WKH�SURSHUW\�ERXQGDULHV�ZHUH�DQG� WKHUH�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�
VRPH�ZRRG� VFDYHQJHG� IURP� WKH� IORRU� RI� WKH� VWDWH� SURSHUW\� WR� KHDW� WKH�
FDELQ� �'DG�GLG� WKH�FXWWLQJ� � �ZLWK�DQ�ROG� \HOORZ�0F&ROOXFK�VDZ�ZLWK�D�
SXVK� EXWWRQ� RLOHU� RQ� WRS� �0\� EURWKHU� DQG� ,� FDUULHG� DQG� ORDGHG� DOO� WKH�
ZRRG� �7KLV�WDXJKW�XV�DERXW�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI �GLYLVLRQ�RI�ODERU��DV�P\�GDG�
GLG�WKH�FXWWLQJ�DQG�ZH�GLG�DOO�WKH�ODERU�  
 
,W� DOVR� WDXJKW� XV� D� ELW� DERXW� SK\VLFV� DQG� JUDYLW\� DQG� ORDG� ,Q� $WKHQV�
FRXQW\��WKHUH�LV�DOZD\V�D�KLOO�RI�VRPH�VRUW��'DG�ZRXOG�SDUN�WKH�WUXFN�WUDY�
HUVLQJ� WKH� KLOO�� DQG� WKHQ� FXW� ZRRG� RQ� WKH� GRZQKLOO� VLGH� � (YHU\� VLQJOH�
WLPH��,I�\RX¶UH�QRW�DZDUH�RI�KRZ�WKLV�SOD\V�RXW��LW�VHHPV�OLNH�HYHU\�SLHFH�
RI�ZRRG�ZH�FDUULHG�KDG�WR�JR�XSKLOO� �$QG�DV�ZH�GLVFRYHUHG��ZRRG�LV�DO�
ZD\V�KHDYLHU�ZKHQ�LW�KDV�WR�EH�FDUULHG�XS�KLOO� ��2QFH�D�IULHQG�ZKR�WDXJKW�
SK\VLFV�GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�PH�RQ�WKLV�GLVFRYHU\� �+H�SURGXFHG�D�ZULWWHQ�IRU�
PXOD�ZKLFK�KH�FODLPHG�SURYHG�P\�GLVFRYHU\�ZDV�QRW� WUXH� � ,�VXJJHVWHG�
KH�KHOS�PH�FDUU\�ZRRG�XSKLOO�WKH�QH[W�WLPH�,�FXW�ZRRG�WR�UHVROYH�WKH�PDW�
WHU�  �$V�\RX�PLJKW�JXHVV��WKH�PDWWHU�LV�VWLOO�XQUHVROYHG����0\�SRLQW�EHLQJ�
P\�GDG�DOZD\V�FXW�ZRRG�RQ�WKH�GRZQKLOO�VLGH� 

Continued on p.5 
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We were able to get the stable figures out 
and lit, also the long strings of lights. Much 
thanks to Phil Dixon, Joe Biri and Rich 
Lynn for all their help.  We do need all mem-
bers to send in time and talent sheets; Debbi 
has to figure out the 2021 budget which is 
difficult without this information.  We need 
everybody to support our church whether we 
are physically here or not.  We are going to 
have a Christmas Eve service, Pastor Heinz 
will be online, but some of us will be in 
church for the service.  Feel free to come!  

 

  ~ Merry Christmas 

   Rod DuMond 

Karen Jackson is retiring after 50 wonder-
ful, magnificent years at Grace!  Karen has 
been Our Rock, Our Choir Director, Our Or-
ganist, Our Music Planner, and sent direct-
ly from God to all of us and our church.  Ka-
ren, you WILL be missed at our Organ and 
our piano! And, we all can never say "Thank 
You" enough! We will all miss seeing you 
running between your Organ and your Pi-
ano during our services. We will miss your 
hymn sings and your beautiful musical 
skills.  We will miss your love of the cran-
berry book!  You are one of a kind; your tal-
ents and YOU can never be replaced! We 
will have a get together to celebrate Karen's 
Musical life at Grace when we open our 
church in 2021. Details to follow on this cel-
ebration.  

Thank you Karen Jackson! 

$UWLFOHV�IRU�WKH�)HEUXDU\�QHZVOHWWHU�VKRXOG�
EH�LQWR�WKH�RIILFH�E\�-DQXDU\����VW�DW�QRRQ���
7KDQN�\RX�� 

3DVWRU�+HLQ]�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�RUJDQL]H�&RQILUPD�
WLRQ� FODVVHV� IRU� WKH� FRPLQJ� \HDU�� � 'XH� WR� WKH�
³&29,'�H[LOH´�ZH�ZLOO�EH�GRLQJ�FODVVHV�LQ�D�GLI�
IHUHQW� ZD\� WKDQ� LQ� WKH� SDVW�� EXW� WKRVH� �WK�
JUDGH�DQG�ROGHU�ZKR�DUH�UHDG\�WR�WDNH�WKH�QH[W�
VWHS�RQ�WKHLU�)DLWK�MRXUQH\�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�SDUWLFL�
SDWH�� � ,I�\RX�DUH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�&RQILUPDWLRQ�IRU�
\RXUVHOI�RU�VRPHRQH�HOVH��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�3DV�
WRU� +HLQ]� DW� SDVWRUKHLQ]UDLGHO#JPDLO�FRP�� RU�
���-���-������� 

If you are attending worship virtually, you 
can still get a copy of the bulletin!  The bul-
letin is emailed out to our member list every 
Thursday, or it can be accessed through our 
website: gracecolumbus.com, and then visit 
the “info” tab.  You can print the bulletin 
from either of these access points.  If you 
want to make adjustments in what you re-
ceive, either through email or USPS, please 
talk to Elaine. Thank you.   

Offering envelopes are available on the Ush-
er’s table in the Narthex.  Please make ar-
rangements to pick up your envelopes if you 
are attending virtually!  Thank you!   
**Please note that your envelope number 
may have changed.   
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From your Treasure: 

2020 has been one for the record books for 
Grace.  But let's not forget the GREAT 
things Grace has achieved in 2020! 

We are still worshiping!  Thanks to Phil Dix-
on we are worshiping in person with a huge 
screen in the sanctuary, or at home on zoom 
or on face book. 

The Boy Scouts have helped out our land-
scaping needs at Grace this year by weed-
ing.  A huge Thanks to the boy scouts. 

We attended a 4th of July drive by Picker-
ington parade this year handing out treats 
to the community.  Many Thanks to Judi 
Levernier, Larry & Linda Frazee, Wanda 
Lynn, Rod DuMond, & Cathy Dorian. 

We have all learned new communication 
skills with one another.  Face to face commu-
nication is the way to go that makes us all 
happy.  But we have learned to adapt to a 
new communication style. 

We have ALL learned to "love" those pesky 
face masks! 

We have learned to elbow crunch instead of 
hugging each other! 

We have all learned that there are always 
two sides to every story. 

And, lately with a vaccine beginning to ship, 
we have also noted something that we have 
not seen in a while ..... Smiles on our faces. 

Our church is filled to the brim with Garage 
Sale offerings.  Many Thanks to Donna & Ed 
Thomas for their organizational skills. 

We still decorated our church for Christmas 
inside and outside, maybe not as much as in 

the past, but Grace looks like we are cele-
brating Christmas 2020. 

We are having a in person Christmas Eve 
Service at 7:30 p.m. at the church with face 
masks, and our huge screen in the Sanctu-
ary on Facebook! If we feel comfortable to 
attend. 

And, WOW, as Tina Siddle said so eloquent-
ly at our council meeting, we might of had a 
Shelter House pop out of the sky in 2020!  
Thank you Joe Biri.  Your dream became a 
reality for Grace. Thank you Grace for all 
your contributions for the Shelter House. 

We look forward to Karen Jackson's retire-
ment party when we are able to open our 
church. 

We look forward to our Easter Service when 
we open our doors!  Even if it is in July or 
August or September.  Pastor is committed 
to having it. 

We look forward to having our Zoom sessions 
for Confirmation classes in 2021 

We look forward to accepting our new mem-
bers when the doors open 

We look forward to once again working with 
Faith Lutheran our sister church. 

And, remember Pastor Heinz is not the only 
one to make phone calls to us.  We can also 
keep in touch with our Grace Family with a 
phone call. 

And, so much more! 

And, for all the good we have done in 2021, 
we want to collect all our accomplishments 
for the history books of Grace.  We will have 
our annual report 

Continued on p.4 
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A note on Kroger Community Rewards 

Just a note to all of you that Kroger is NOT 
putting Grace's name on the bottom of your 
receipt.  If you signed up for Kroger Com-
munity Rewards, you ARE still donating 5% 
to Grace, you are just not seeing our church 
name on your receipt.  If you are not sure 
that you signed up, just visit Kroger.com 
and check out Community Rewards, or call 
1-800-576-4377.  Our account number is 
QS108.  This is free money for Grace! 

PRAYER CONCERNS: Mildred Sater; 
Geo & Gwen McConnel (Friends of Joe 
& Ann Biri); Coletta Sneddon; Ann Biri; 
Paul Klopfer; Lucille Ables; Barbara 
Heinlein; Rev. Siggy Benedict-Shields; 
Michael Styers, Jr.; Cancer Support 
Groups at Zangmeister; and members of 
our military.~~ 

 

If you have specific prayer requests, please 
feel free to email them to the of-
fice, or leave them on the office 
voicemail.  They will be publicized 
to the congregation.   

Thank you for your contributions! 

We still have bills to pay coming in monthly.   
We are controlling our expenses but we do 
still have expenses.  So please keep those 
contributions coming!  Thank you Grace 
Family. 

for 2020.  Every committee and Council 
Member needs to submit their reports to 
Elaine by January 15th. 

The new 2021 Budget will be emailed and 
mailed in 2021 and will be voted by negative 
consent!  Unless you have an objection, the 
budget will be considered passed. 

Also, Council will remain the same in 2021!  
We have two vacancies to fill for 2021.  Stew-
ardship and Music & Worship.  

So take a moment and say a thank you 
prayer that WE made it through 2020 
and we are ALL looking forward to 
2021! Two Council Positions are open in 
2021. 

We are looking to fill our Stewardship and 
our Music & Worship Council seats in 2021 

Please contact Rod DuMond if you are inter-
ested. 

And, please contact Rod; We need YOU! 

The Pickerington Food Pantry is in desper-
ate need of volunteers and cash donations.  
The food pantry is now serving more people 
than ever, many of whom are former volun-
teers or supporters.  The pantry can pur-
chase $11 worth of food for every $1 you do-
nate.  Donations are greatly appreciated, es-
pecially at the holidays.   
Anyone interested in helping with the Pick-
erington Food Pantry should contact Renee 
Roberts 61-834-0079. 
 
We also continue to collect for the Lancaster 
Food Pantry!   
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2IILFH�+RXUV�� 

(ODLQH�LV�LQ�WKH�RIILFH�7XHVGD\V�DQG�7KXUVGD\V�
�����SP-����SP���<RX�DUH�ZHOFRPH�WR�VWRS�LQ�RU�
FDOO�WKH�RIILFH�DW�WKLV�WLPH��� 

$OVR��SOHDVH�NQRZ�WKDW�XQOHVV�\RX�PHQWLRQ�LW�WR�PH�
RWKHUZLVH��\RXU�QHZVOHWWHUV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�VHQW�
LQ�WKH�IRUP�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�VLQFH�-XO\��HOHFWURQLF�RU�
SULQW����7KDQNV�� 

Continued from p.1 ZKHUH�
WKLV� LV� JRLQJ��
WKH� OLJKW�
WKDW� WKH�
GDUN� QHVV�
FDQ
W� SXW� RXW�
LV� DQ� HWHUQDO� 
 
 

  

Craig Norman   01/05 

Dorothy Wilson   01/07 

Landon Bias    01/15 

Rev. Siggy Benedict-Shields 01/17 

Ed Thomas    01/19 

Ann Biri    01/22 

Patti Heinlein   01/27 

     
 
RI� WKH� URDG�DQG�P\�EURWKHU� DQG� ,� DOZD\V� FDU�
ULHG�WKH�FXW�ZRRG�XSKLOO�  
 
6R�RQFH�ZH�ZHUH�LQVLGH�DQG�D�ILUH�ZDV�VWDUWHG�
DQG�WKH�FDELQ�ZDV�WRDVW\�ZDUP� P\�GDG�ZRXOG�
VXJJHVW�WKDW�ZH�DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�KHDW�EHFDXVH�
RI�WKH�ZRUN�ZH�SXW�LQWR�WKH�ILUHZRRG�RSHUDWLRQ��
,�WKRXJKW �WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�KDYH�DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�
KHDW� HYHQ� ZLWKRXW� WKH� ZRUN� LQYROYHG«� ,� NHSW�
WKDW� WR�P\VHOI��$�QLFH�ZDUP�URRP�FDELQ�KRXVH�
LV�DOZD\V�DSSUHFLDWHG�      
 
:KDW�ZDV�127�DSSUHFLDWHG�ZDV�LI�WKH�ILUH�ZDV�
DOORZHG�WR�JR�RXW� 7KLV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKUHH�WKLQJV��
QRQH�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH �GHVLUDEOH��)LUVW��WKH�FDELQ�
JHWV�FROG��VHFRQG��GDG�EHFRPHV�JUXPSLHU�WKDQ�
XVXDO��DQG� WKLUG�� VRPHRQH� �PH��KDV� WR� UHVWDUW�
WKH� ILUH� 5HVWDUWLQJ� LV� DJJUDYDWLQJ� EH\RQG�
ZRUGV��EHFDXVH�LW�LV�VR�DYRLGDEOH�   
 
1RZ� WKHQ�� EDFN� WR� P\� RZQ� KRXVH� DQG� ZRRG�
KHDW� �/HWWLQJ�WKH�ILUH�JR�RXW�ZKHQ�P\�FKLOGUHQ�
ZHUH�WHHQV�ZDV�DOVR�XQDSSUHFLDWHG��,W�DOVR�UH�
VXOWHG� LQ� WKUHH� XQGHVLUDEOH� WKLQJV� 2XU� KRXVH�
ZRXOG� JHW� FROG�� WKH� GDG� �PH�� � ZRXOG� JHW�
JUXPSLHU��QXFOHDU�OHYHO�JUXPS\���DQG�VRPHRQH�
�QRW�DOZD\V�PH��ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�UHVWDUW�WKH�ILUH��
,W
V�MXVW�VR�DYRLGDEOH��DQG�VR�YHU\ DJJUDYDWLQJ� �
6R� ,�GLVOLNH� WKH� LGHD�RI�EHLQJ�VR� OD]\�DV� WR� OHW�
WKH� ILUH� JR� RXW-� ,� KDWH� OHWWLQJ� WKH� FROG� ZLQ� IRU�
HYHQ�D�VHFRQG�     
 
7KH�ILUH�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�KHDW�DQG�FRPIRUW� �,W
V�OLNH�
ZDUPWK�DQG�OLJKW�DQG�HYHQ�ORYH� �,W
V�OLNH�WDNLQJ�
FDUH�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�\RX� �,W
V�OLNH�D�WKLQJ�
D�SHUVRQ�FDQ�VKDUH�ZLWK�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV� �,W�
VD\V� ZHOFRPH�� ,W� VKHOWHUV� XV� DQG� ZKRPHYHU�
ZH�LQYLWH�LQVLGH��IURP�WKH�FROG�RXWVLGH� $V�ORQJ�
DV� WKH�ILUH� LV�EXUQLQJ��ZH¶UH� WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�EH�
LQJ�WDNHQ�FDUH�RI� <HDK��LW
V�ORYH�   
 
7KHUH�LV�QR�&KULVWPDV�ELUWK�VWRU\�LQ�WKH�*RVSHO�
RI� -RKQ� %XW� WKHUH� LV� D� FRPSDULVRQ� RI� -HVXV�
�UHDG�FKDSWHU���� WR� ³WKH� OLJKW�´�7KH�ZULWHU�FDOOV�
-HVXV�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG- DQG�WKH�SDUW�,�ORYH��
WKDW�PDNHV�P\�&KULVWPDV� FRPSOHWH-� LV�ZKHUH�
WKH� ZULWHU� -RKQ�� FDOOV� -HVXV� WKH� OLJKW� WKDW� WKH�
GDUNQHVV� FDQ¶W� SXW� RXW� 7KH� UHDGHU� FDQ� VHH�

OLJKW� 2QH� WKDW�FDOOV�XV��ZDUPV�XV��VKHOWHUV�XV��
DQG� IRUJLYHV�XV��$V� ORQJ�DV� WKH� OLJKW� LV�RQ��ZH�
DUH�EHLQJ� WDNHQ�FDUH�RI� �<HDK�� WKH� OLJKW� LV� WKH�
ORYH�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�-HVXV� DQG�LW�ZRQ¶W�JR�RXW�  
 
)RUWXQDWHO\� ZH� GRQ
W� KDYH� WR� FXW� ZRRG� RU� IXHO�
WKH�ILUH�WKDW�ZRQ¶W�JR�RXW- �WKDW
V�QRW�RXU�MRE��2XU�
IDLWK� �DQG� VFULSWXUH�� RQO\� DVNV� XV� WR� VKDUH� WKH�
OLJKW� 7KH� OLJKW� WKDW� ZHOFRPHV�� VKHOWHUV�� SUR�
WHFWV�� IHHGV�� VDYHUV�� DQG� VKRZV� WKH� XQFRQGL�
WLRQDO� ZDUPWK� RI� WKH� ORYH� RI� *RG� WKURXJK� -H�
VXV�   
 
0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�(YHU\RQH�IURP�$QQD�DQG�P\�
VHOI� 


